







	Re:	November 3, 2020 General Election Polling Locations

Dear [XXX],

	On behalf of the [XXX] County Board of Elections, I would like to thank you and the [XXX] School District for the use of your school[s] as a polling location[s] in previous elections.  Your participation in our electoral process is vital to the success of our democracy and we truly appreciate your patriotism and commitment to our community.

	The General Election this year will be held on November 3, 2020.  Unlike the recent Ohio primary election which was extended from March into April due to the emergence of the COVID-19 virus, federal law requires that the presidential election must take place on that date and without a significant and virtually impossible change in federal law -- it cannot be moved.  Throughout our history general elections for state and federal offices have been held during times of war, economic depression, previous pandemics, and even during our Civil War.  One of the great hallmarks of our system of government is that we have never cancelled or postponed a General Election even during times of crisis. 

Unfortunately, we know that many sites that are traditionally used as polling locations specifically, senior citizen facilities and other health-related locations will no longer be able to. As you can imagine, this is necessary in order to ensure the safety of the older Ohioans or immuno-compromised individuals who use those facilities.  In light of this shift, your school[s] serving as a polling location becomes even more essential. 

	The purpose of this letter is to confirm that your school[s] will once again serve as a polling location[s] for the November 2020 General Election.  Ohio Revised Code Section 3501.29 requires our Board of Elections to utilize “rooms in public schools and other public buildings for polling places” and that any public body “which has the control of any building or grounds supported by taxation under the laws of this state, shall make available the necessary space therein for the purpose of holding elections . . .”  Your compliance is both required by state law and necessary for the health and safety of Ohioans.

	We will be taking all necessary antiviral and social distancing precautions at our polling places this fall.  Those measures will include all elections personnel wearing masks, ensuring that all voters practice social distancing, distancing voting machines from one another to the furthest extent possible, and disinfecting the machines regularly.  With those measures in place, we are confident that we can hold a safe and successful election in [XXX] County this fall. We are happy to discuss our polling place preparations and answer any questions you might have well in advance of November. 

	It is our understanding that you will be making available to the Board of Elections the following school[s] as a polling location for the November General Election:

[List schools]

	To confirm the use of this school [these schools] as a polling location, please sign below and return the signed copy to me in the enclosed envelope by [DATE].  

[bookmark: _GoBack]In addition, if there are other schools or facilities within your jurisdiction that are available, we would most certainly be appreciative of their use. Likewise, Ohio law permits students that are United States Citizens, a resident of the county, at least 17 years old and a senior in high school to serve as a precinct election official. The chance to serve as a poll worker presents a unique educational opportunity for your students, and we are excited to work with you on this.

	Once again, we appreciate your participation in our electoral process, and we look forward to working with you this fall.

							Very truly yours,




							[NAME]
							Director, [XXX] County Board of Elections	


						


Title: 						


Date:						
