
INITIATIVE PETITION

To the  At torney Genera l  of  Ohio:   Pursuant  to  Ohio  Revised Code §3519.01(A) ,  the  unders igned 
e lec tors  of the  S tate  of Ohio,  number ing  in excess of one thousand, hereby submit to
you the  fu l l  text  of  a  proposed Amendment  to the  Ohio  Const i tu t ion and a  summary of  the  same.

TITLE

The Ohio Voters Bill of Rights

SUMMARY

The  Amendment  would  enact  the  Ohio Voters  Bi l l  of  Rights  by amending current  Sect ion 
1  of  Art ic le  V of  the  Ohio  Const i tu t ion wi th  provis ions  to  inc lude that :

• The r ight  of  a l l  Ohio  c i t izens  qual i f ied  under  the  Art ic le  to cas t  a  bal lo t  and have  the i r
vo tes  counted is  declared to  be  a  fundamenta l  r ight .

• A person may cas t  a  bal lo t  a t  an  e lec t ion as  an  e lec tor  i f  the  person is  a  c i t izen
of  the  Uni ted  Sta tes ,  a t  leas t  18 years  o ld ,  regis tered  to vote  by the  deadl ine  se t  by  the

law,  which  may not  be  more  than 30 days  before  the  e lec t ion,  and a  res ident  of 
the  county  where  seeking to vole .

• The S tate  shal l  mainta in  the  broades t  feas ib le  and access ible  means  for  persons  to  regis ter 
and update  the i r  regis t ra t ion  to vote ,  inc luding through e lec t ronic  means .  A 
cer t i f ica te  of  regis t ra t ion  would  be  i ssued whenever  a  person regis tered  or  updated 
thei r  regis t ra t ion  to  vote .

• Voting shal l  be  by secre t  ba l lo t .  Every  e lec tor  may vote  on e lec t ion day between 6:30
a.m.  and 7:30 p .m.  a t  a  convenient  des ignated pol l ing  locat ion.  More  than one such
locat ion where  an  e lec tor  may vote  may be  des ignated by local  e lec t ion author i t ies .

• In  l ieu  of  vot ing on the  day of  an  e lec t ion,  e lec tors  shal l  be  permit ted  to  vo te  in  person or
by mai l  dur ing the  ear ly  vot ing per iod,  which shal l  begin  35 days  before  each e lec t ion
and end on the  day before  the  e lec t ion for  ear ly  in  person vot ing and the  day of  the
elec t ion for  vot ing by mai l .  Dur ing the  ear ly  vot ing per iod,  local  e lec t ion author i t ies  must  
make bal lo ts  avai lable  for  in  person vot ing dur ing thei r  regular  bus iness  hours  a t  the i r
off ice  or  another  locat ion in  the  county  and a t  o ther  t imes  dur ing the  ear ly  vot ing per iod,  
which shal l  inc lude no less  than 12 hours  across  the  two days  of  each of  the  f ina l  two
weekends  before  the  date  of  a  genera l  e lec t ion,  10  hours  on each weekday of  the  f ina l
two weeks  before  each genera l  e lec t ion,  and 12 hours  on the  las t  day of  voter  regis t ra t ion  
for  an  e lec t ion.  Local  e lec t ion author i t ies  shal l  have  the  d iscre t ion to  expand the  hours  of
ear ly  in  person vot ing for  an  e lec t ion and to  des ignate  mul t ip le  locat ions  for  ear ly  in
person vot ing based on the  ident i f ied  needs  of  the i r  count ies ,  inc luding making in  person
ear ly  vot ing convenient  and eas i ly  access ib le  for  working and non-working e lec tors .

• The Sta te  must  make appl ica t ions  to  vote  by mai l  genera l ly  avai lable ,  inc luding
elect ronical ly .  An e lec tor  may re turn  a  completed  and s igned appl ica t ion to  the  
appropr ia te  e lec t ion author i ty  by e lec t ronic  or  non-elec t ronic  means .  A bal lo t  re turned by  
mail  shal l  be  t imely  i f  pos tmarked by e lec t ion day and received by the  appropr ia te  elec t ion  
author i ty  no la ter  than 10 days  a f ter  the  e lec t ion.  An e lec tor  who appl ies  for  a  vote by  mai l  
ba l lo t  may a lso  choose  to  cas t  a  provis ional  bal lo t  on  e lec t ion day.  but  such  bal lo t  shal l  
not  be  counted i f  the  e lec tor ' s  vo te  by mai l  ba l lo t  i s  t imely received by the  appropr ia te  
e lec t ion author i ty .
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INITIATIVE PETITION 

To the Attorney General of Ohio: Pursuant lO Ohio Revised Code * 3519.0 I(/\), lht: 
u11dcrsig11cd dcclors or the Slate of Ohio, numbering in excess or one thousand, hereby submil to 
you the full tt:xl or a proposed Amendment lo lhe Ohio Constitution and a summary or the same. 

TITLE 

Thl· Ohi" Vnll·rs Bill of Rights 

SUMMARY 

The Amendment would enact the Ohio Voters Gill or Rights by amending current Sect inn 
I or Anick V of the Ohio Constitution with provisions to include that: 

o The right of all Ohio citizens qualified under !he Article to cast a hallo! and hav<.! their 
votes counted is declared to be a fundamental right. 

-. /\ person may cast a ballot al an election as an elector if the person is a citizen of the 
United States, al least 18 years old, registered to vote by the deadline set by l;1w, which 
rnay 1101 be more than 30 days before the election, and a resicknl or tht.: county where 
seeking to vote. 

0 The State shall maintain the broadest feasible and acccssibl<.! means for persons lo register 
and update their registration to vote, including through electronic means. A certificate or

registration would be issued whenever a person registered or updated their registration to 
,·ote. 

o Voting shall be by secret ballot. Every elector may vote on election day between 6:30
a.rn. and 7:30 p.m. at a convenient desibrnated polling location. More than one such
location where an elector may vote may be designated by local election authorities.

o In lieu or voting on the day of an election, electors shall be permittccl to vote in person or
by mail during the early voting period, which shall begin 35 clays before each election
and end on the day before the election for early in person voting and the day or the
(:lection for voting by mail. During the early voting period, local election aulhorilit.:s must 
make ballots available for in person voting during their regular business hours al their
office or another location in the county and al other limes during the early voling period. 
which shall include no less than 12 hours across the t,vo days or each or the final two
weekends before the date of a general election, JO hours on each weekday or the final
two weds before each general election, and 12 hours on the last day or voter registration 
for an election. Local election authorities shall have the discretion to expand the hours or 

in p<.!rson voting l'or an election and to designate mulliplc locations for early in
person vo1ing based on the identified needs or their counties, including making in person
early voting convenient and easily accessible for working and non-working electors. 

" The State must make applications to vott: by mail generally available, including
dcctronically. An dcctor may return a completed and signed application 10 the 
.qipropriate election authority by electronic or non-electronic means. A ballot returned by 
mail shall be timely if postmarked by election day and received by th<.! appropria1e 

authority no later than 10 days after the election. An elector wllo applies for ,1 
vok by ballot 111:1y :ilso choose to cast a provisional hallot on election day. hut suc.:h 
ballot shall nol be counted if the elector's vote by mail ballot is timely received by the 
appropriate election authorily. 



• An elec tor  who chooses  to  cas t  a  bal lo t  in  person  dur ing the  ear ly  vot ing per iod  or  on
elect ion day,  i f  required by law to  ver i fy  h is /her  ident i ty ,  may do so ,  wi th :  the  las t  4  d ig i ts 
of  h is /her  socia l  secur i ty  number ,  a  current  Ohio  dr iver ' s  l icense  or  l icense  number , 
current  U.S.  Passpor t  or  passpor t  number ,  current  photo  ident i f ica t ion,  u t i l i ty  bi l l ,  bank 
s ta tement ,  government  check,  or  paycheck,  or  any current  form of  ident i f ica t ion issued to 
the  person by the  Sta te ,  a  pol i t ica l  subdivis ion or  ins t rumenta l i ty  of  the  Sta te ,  the  
federa l  government ,  a  branch of  the  U.S.  Mil i tary ,  or  a  publ ic  or  pr ivate  ins t i tu t ion of  
h igher  educat ion,  or  any other  form  of  ident i f ica t ion  author ized  by the  Sta te  for  vot ing 
ident i f ica t ion purposes .  I f  an  elec tor  i s  unable  to  provide  any of  these  forms of 
ident i f ica t ion a t  the  t ime of  vot ing,   he/she  shal l  be  permit ted  to  cas t  a  
provis ional  bal lo t  a l ter  s igning an  af f i rmat ion under  penal ty  of  e lec t ion 
fa ls i f ica t ion a t tes t ing  to  h is /her  ident i ty ,  which shal l  be  counted i f  the  e lec tor  
submits  or  causes  to  be  submit ted  one of  the  author ized forms of  ident i f ica t ion to  
the  appropr ia te  e lec t ion author i ty  no la ter  than 
10 days  af ter  the  e lec t ion.  Federa l  e lec t ion law docs  not  permit  cer ta in  of  these  forms of  
ID to  be  used to  ver i ly  a  voter ' s  ident i ty  in  a  federa l  e lec t ion i f  the  person 
regis tered by  mail  and has  not  previously  voted in  a  federa l  e lec t ion.

• I f  an  e lec tor  cas ts  a  bal lo t  us ing a  method and a t  a  t ime author ized under  th is  Art ic le ,  the
bal lo t  shal l  not  be  re jec ted  for  a  reason a t t r ibutable  in  whole  or  par t  to  pol l  worker  or  
e lec t ion off ic ia l  e r ror .  Laws must  be  enacted  to  minimize  the  potent ia l  for  such er rors .

• I f  an  e lec tor  marks  h is /her  bal lo t  in  such a  manner  tha t  i t  may not  be  proper ly  recorded by
tabula t ion equipment ,  a l l  votes  on such bal lo t  for  candidates  and issues  which the  e lec tor  
i s  ent i t led  to  vote  upon shal l  be  counted i f  local  e lec t ion author i t ies  are  able  to  determine 
the  voter ' s  in tent .

• When an e lec tor  cas ts  a  provis ional  bal lo t  in  person in  h is /her  county ,  but  not  in  the  
correc t  precinct ,  the  bal lo t  shal l  be  counted but  only  for  candidates  and issues  tha t  the  are  
on the  bal lo t  in  the  precinct  where  the  e lec tor  res ides .

• A person who is  unable  to  cas t  a  regular  bal lo t  a t  an  e lec t ion shal l  be  permit ted  to  cas t  a
provis ional  bal lo t  af ter  s igning an  af f i rmat ion  at tes t ing  under  penal ty  of  e lec t ion 
fa ls i f ica t ion to  h is /her  qual i f ica t ions  as  an  e lec tor .  The bal lo t  shal l  be  counted i f  the  bal lo t
i s  eas t  in  the  person 's  county  of  res idence  and his /her  qual i f ica t ions  as  an  elec tor
are  ver i f ied .  A provis ional  voter  shal l  have  up  to  10 days  fo l lowing the  e lec t ion 
to  submit  or  cause  to  be  submit ted  to  the  appropr ia te  e lec t ion author i ty  
informat ion necessary  to  
es tabl ish  h is /her  qual i f ica t ions  as  an  e lec tor  or  to  have his /her  bal lo t  counted.  To fac i l i ta te  
the  t imely  providing of  such informat ion,  the  ident i ty  of  provis ional  voters  a t  an  e lec t ion
shal l  be  publ ic ly  avai lable ,

• The Sta te  may ins t i tu te  addi t ional  re l iable  means  of  vot ing that  become avai lable  through
technological  advancements .

• The Genera l  Assembly may pass  laws expanding and fac i l i ta t ing  the  vot ing r ights  and 
oppor tuni t ies  guaranteed under  th is  Art ic le ,  but  in  no manner  denying or  l imi t ing 
them.  The  Sta te  shal l  not  impose  any qual i f ica t ion,  except  as  provided in  th is  
Art ic le ,  nor  impose  a  tax ,  charge  or  expense ,  as  a  condi t ion  to  vot ing or
regis ter ing  or  updat ing a  regis t ra t ion  to  vote .

• Any person request ing or  cas t ing a  bal lo t  who,  wi th  the  purpose  to  defraud,  impersonates
another  person or  votes  more  than once  in  an  e lec t ion,  would  be  gui l ty  of  a  fe lony.

The Amendment  would  repeal  and replace  the  exis t ing  language of  Sect ion I  as  se t  for th  in  the  
fu l l  text  a t tached to  th is  pet i t ion .  The exis t ing  language se ts  for th  qual i f ica t ions  of  an  
e lec tor  as  being a  c i t izen of  the  Uni ted  Sta tes ,  res ident  of  the  s ta te ,  county ,  township  or  
ward such t ime as  may be  es tabl ished by law and regis tered for  30  days  before  the  
e lec t ion,  and provides  tha t  any  elec tor  who  fa i l s  to  vote  for  4  consecut ive  years  ceases  
to  be  an  e lec tor  unless  he  again  regis ters 
to  vote .  However ,  th is  4  year  provis ion has  been superseded by the  Nat ional  Voter  Regis t ra t ion

:i /,n elec1or who choose.s to c.isl a b,tllot in person <.luring the early voling period or 011 
ckclion clay, if required by law to verify his/her ic.knlity, may do so, with: the las! 4 digits 
cf his/her social security number, a current Ohio driver's license or license number. 
current U.S. Passpori or passport number, current photo identification, utility bill, bank 
statcmenl, government check, or paycheck, or any current form or iclcntificalion issued to 
the person by the Stale, a political subdivision or instrumentality or the Stale, the ret!t:ral 
govcrn111en1, a branch of the U.S. M ii ilary, or a public or private institution or higher 
education, or any <)lher form of identification authorized by the State for voting 
identificalion purposes. If an elector is unable to p:-ovicle any of lhese forms or 

identification al the Lime or voting, he/5he shall be permitted to cast a rrovisional ballol 
afli.:r signing an ,1ffirma1ion under penally of election falsification allcsting to his/her 
identity, whicll shall be counted if Ihe elector submits or causes Lo be submitted one of 
t"1c au1hori2ccl forms or identification to the appropriate election authority no later than
10 clays after Ilic election. Federal cleclion law docs not permit certain or these forms or

ID lo be used lo verify a voter's idt.:ntity in a federal election if the person rcgis1cred hy 
mail and has not previously voted in a federal election. 

0 Ir an elector casts a ballot using a me1hod and at a time authorized under this Article, Ihe
hlllot shall not be rejected for a reason atlributable in whole or p,trt to poll worker or 
election official error. Laws must be cn,1ctcd to minimize the polcnlial for such errors. 

,s If an elector marks his/her ballot in such a manner that ii may no! be properly recorded by
tabulation equipment, all voies on such ballot for candidates and issues ,:vhich the elcclor 
is entitled lo vole upon shall be counted if local election authorities arc able to dct\.!rminc 
the voter's intent. 

• When an elector casts a [)rovisional ballot in person in his/her county, but not in the 
rnrrecl precinct, the ballot shall be counted but only ror candidates and issues that the art.: 
on Ille ballot in the precinct where the elector resides. 

• r\ pason who is unable Lo cast a regular ballot at an elec1ion shall be pt:rmitlcd to cast a
provisional ballot after signing an affirmation attcst:ng under penalty of election 
falsil"ica1ion to his/hc.r qualifications as an elector. The ballo1 shall be coun1ed if the ballot 
is <.:,1st in the person's county of residence and his/her qualifications as an elector arc 
verified. A provisional voter shall have up to IO days following the election to submit or
cause to be submitted to lhc appropriate election authority information necessary lo
L:stablish his/her qualifications as an elector or lo have his/her ballo1 counted. To focililalt.:
tht; timely providing or such information, the identity of provisional voters at an elecIio11 
shall he publicly available. 

a, The Stale may institute additional reliable means of voting Iha! become available lhroug.11
tc.:clrnologic,il advancemcnis. 

• Thi.! General Assembly may pass law!-i expanding and facilitating the vo1ing rights ,uH.I
opportunities guaranteed under !his Article, but in no manner denying or limiting them. 
The.: Stale shall nol impose any qua! ificalion, except as provided in I his Article. nor 
impose a lax, charge or expense, as a condition lo voting or registering or updating a 
rcgislration to vote. 

o Any person requesting or casting a ballot who, with the purpose IO defraud, impersonates
:mnlhcr person or voles more than once in an election, would be guilty or a felony. 

Till· A111c11dmc11t would repeal .incl replace the existing languag:.: of Scclion I as sci ronh in lht.: 
full 1cx1 attached 10 this petition. The existing language sets fonh qualifications of an dc.:clor as 
being :1 cilizen or 1he Uniled Slates. rcsidcnl of the stale. county. lownship or ward such time as 
may bt.: established by law and registered for 30 days before 1hc c.:lcction, and rrovidcs 1hat any 
elector who fails to vote for 4 consccu1ive ycc1rs ceases to be an elector unless he again rcgis1crs 
to vote. However, this 4 yc.:ar provision has been superseded by the National Voter Rcgislrntion 



Act   of   1993   provides   a   person  may  only   be  removed  From  the   vo ter   ro l l s   under   speci f ic  
ci rcumstances   tha t   inc lude  fa i l ing   to  vo te   a t   al l   in   any  4  year   elec t ion  cycle   tha t   
inc ludes   2 Federa l  e lec t ions ,  
fol lowed by speci f ic  ac t ion taken by the  s ta te  to communicate  wi th  the  voter .

COMMITTEE TO REPRESENT THE PETITIONERS

The following persons are designated as a committee to represent the petitioners in all matters relating to the petition or its 

c i r c u l a t i o n :

Alicia Reece 2081 Seymour Ave. A Cincinnati, Ohio 45237 
J o h n  R. S m i t h  3 9 0 0   Delphos Ave. Dayton, Ohio 45402 
V e r n o n  S y k e s   1 3 3  I m m u n e  R u n   Dr. Akron, O h i o  4 4 3 0 7 
Rev. Otis Moss. jr. 87 Haskell Hr. Bratenahl, Ohio 44108

/\cl nr i ()lJ3 that provides a person may only be removed from the voter rolls tJnder specific.: 
cirrnrnstances that include failing to vote at al l  in any 4 year L!lcction cyck that includes 2 
l"ctkri.l elections. foliowcd by speciric action taken by the state to c:ommunicalc with !he voter. 

COMMllTEE TO REPRESENT THE PETITIONERS 

Thi.! f11llowing pL'rs,ms arc designated as a committee to represent the pelilioners in all matters relating. 10 the pt:tition or its 
circul.ition: 

r\lida Reece 
John R. Smith 
Vernon Sykes 
Rev. Otis Moss. Jr. 

2081 Seymour ,'\vc. A 
Jt)tJ(J Ddphos Ave. 
l :r1 l;urn.tt:C Run Dr. 
87 Haskell Dr. 

Cint:innati, Ohio 4.'iD7 
Dayton, Ohio 45-102 
Akron, Ohio 4-'1307 
Uratcnahl. Ohio -1-11 OS 



FULL TEXT OF AMENDMENT

Be i t  Resolved by the People  of  the State  of  Ohio that  Art ic le  V of  the Ohio Const i tut ion 
is  hereby amended to  add the fol lowing to  Sect ion 1 as  the Ohio Voters  Bi l l  of  Rights  
and repeal  the exis t ing language of  Sect ion 1 shown below with s t r ike throughs:

Section 1 Ohio Voters Bil l  of  Rights

a. The r ight  of  a l l  Ohio ci t izens qual i f ied under  this  Art ic le  to  cast  a  bal lot  and have
their  votes  counted is  declared to  be a  fundamental  r ight  in  this  State .  A person may exercise  
this  R ight  as  an elector  in  an elect ion i f  he or  she is  a  c i t izen of  the United States ,  a t  least  18 
years  of  age on the date  of  the elect ion,  regis tered to  vote  in  this  State  on or  before  the 
deadl ine establ ished by law,  which shal l  be no more than 30 days before  the date  of  the 
e lect ion,  and a  res ident  of  the county in  which he or  she seeks to  vote .

b . The State  shal l  maintain the broadest  feasible  and accessible  means for  c i t izens to
regis ter  to  vote  and update  their  voter  regis t ra t ion,  including through electronic  means.  
The State  shal l  issue a  cer t i f icate  of  regis t ra t ion to  a l l  persons regis ter ing to  vote  or  
updat ing their  voter  regis t ra t ion.

c . Voting shal l  be by secret  bal lot .  Every elector  shal l  be permit ted to  obtain and cast  a
bal lot  in  person on the date  of  each elect ion between 6:30 a .m.  and 7:30 p.m.  a t  a  
convenient  designated pol l ing locat ion.  More than one locat ion where an elector  may 
vote  on elect ion day may be designated by local  e lect ion authori t ies .

d . In  l ieu  of  vot ing on the date  of  the elect ion,  every elector  shal l  be permit ted to  obtain
and cast  a  bal lot  in  person or  by mail  during the ear ly vot ing per iod preceding the 
elect ion,  which shal l  begin 35 days before  the date  of  each elect ion and end the day before  
the elect ion for  ear ly  in  person vot ing and the day  of  the elect ion for  vot ing by mail .  During 
the ear ly  vot ing per iod,  local  e lect ion authori t ies  shal l  make bal lots  avai lable  for  in  person 
vot ing during regular  business  hours  a t  their  off ice  or  another  locat ion in  the county and at  
other  t imes during the ear ly  vot ing per iod,  which shal l  include no less  than 12 hours  across  
the two days of  each of  the f inal  two weekends 
before  the date  of  a  general  e lect ion,  10 hours  on each weekday of  the f inal  two weeks 
before  each general  e lect ion,  and 12 hours  on the las t  day of  voter  regis t ra t ion for  an 
elect ion.  For  ear ly  vot ing per iods,  local  e lect ion authori t ies  shal l  have the discret ion to  
expand the hours  of  ear ly  in  person vot ing and to  designate  mult iple  locat ions for  ear ly  
in  person vot ing based on the ident i f ied needs of  their  count ies ,  including making in  
person ear ly  vot ing convenient  and easi ly  accessible  for  working and non-working 
electors .

e . The State  shal l  make appl icat ions necessary to  obtain vote by mail  bal lots  general ly
avai lable  and easi ly  accessible  to  voters  s ta tewide,  including through electronic  means.  
Electors  may t ransmit  such completed and s igned appl icat ions to  the appropriate

FULL TFXT OF AMENDMENT 

i l  by the People of the State of Ohio that Article V of lhe Ohio Con!->titution 
is  l·lL'reby timended lo add the fol10\,ving to Section '1 c1s the Ohio Volcrs B i l l  of Righls 
t1nd n.'pl'c1 I the existing language of Section 1 shown beknv with strike th roughs: 

Seci ion 1 Ohio Voters Bil l  of Rights 

a. The right of a l l  Ohio citizens qual ified under this Article to cast c1 ballot ,md h,we 
their votes counted is declared to be a fundamental right in this State. 1\ person rnc1y 
exercise t:1is right c1s an elector in  an election i f  he or she is 8 citizen of the United St,1 tcs, 
c1t· l1:;1st rn years of age on the date of the election, registered to vote in this St<-"!te on or 
before the deadline established by law, which shall be no more thc1n 30 tfays before the 

of ·:he election, and ;;i resident of the county in which he or she seeks to vote. 

b. T1e Stt1te shall maintc1in the broadest feasible and nccessible me,rns fnr citi1/.ens lD
regi:-iler tn vote c1nd update their voter registrntion, including thnx1gh dcctrnnic means. 
The State sha!I issue a certificate of reg:stration to al l  persons registering to vote or 
updntir:g their voter registrntion. 

c. V<lting shall be by secret ballot. Every elector shali be permitted to obtJin c1nd cast n 
ba!k1t i n  person on the date of each election beh-veen 6:30 a.m. and p.m. nt a 
convcr:icnt designated polling location. More than one location where nn elector rn,1y 
vote on election day may be designated by local election authorities. 

d. :-1 li1.:u of voting on the date of the election, every elector shc1 I I  be permitted to obtnin 
<1nd czist a bc1llot in person or by mc1il during the early voting period preceding the 
decdon, which shall begin 35 days before the dc1tc of each election and end the thy 
before the election for et1rly in person voting and the l1cl)' of the election for voling by 
m;:i:!. [1uring the early voting period, locc1l election authorities shall rnc1ke bul luls 
,wailablc for i n  person voting during regular business hours at their office or another 
locc1rion i n  the county and at other times during the early voting period, which shc1II 
include no less th,in ]2  hours across the two days of each of the final tvvo vveckends 
bdore the dale of a general election, 10  hours on each weehfay of the final two , .. .,eeks 
befl,;·e erich general election, c1nd 12 hours on the last day of voter registration for ,rn 
eil'Clio11. For early voting periods, local election authorities sh.ill have the d iscretion to 
exp,rnd the hours of early in person voting and to designate multiple locations for early 
in f:crson voting based on the identified needs of their counties, including making i n  

cc:1dy voting convenient and easily c1ccessible for ,,vorking and non-working 
electors. 

e. The Stt1te shall make applica tions necessary to obtain vole by rndil b;l l lots gcncr;:i l ly 

nv,iilablc nnd c<1sily ncccssiblc to voters statewide, including through electronic means. 
Ekctors may trnnsmit such corr1pleted and signed applications to the c1ppropric1tc 



elect ion authori ty  through electronic  or  non-electronic  means.  A bal lot  re turned by  an  elector  
by mail  shal l  be considered t imely i f  postmarked by the date  of  the elect ion and 
received by the appropriate  e lect ion authori ty  no la ter  than 10 days af ter  the elect ion.  
An elector  who appl ies  for  a  vote  by mail  bal lot  may also choose to  cast  a  provis iona l  
bal lot  on elect ion day,  but  such provis iona l  bal lot  shal l  not  be counted i f  the elector 's  
vote  by mail  bal lot  is  t imely received by the appropriate  e lect ion authori ty .

f . An elector  who chooses  to  cast  a  bal lot  in  person on the date  of  the elect ion or  in
person during the ear ly vot ing per iod,  i f  required by law to ver i fy  his  or  her  ident i ty ,  
may do so by furnishing any of  the fol lowing at  the t ime he or  she requests  a  bal lot :  the 
las t  four  digi ts  of  his  or  her  social  securi ty  number,  his  or  her  current  Ohio dr iver 's  
l icense or  current  Ohio dr iver 's  l icense number,  his  or  her  current  United States  
passport  or  passport  number,  a  current  photo ident i f icat ion,  ut i l i ty  bi l l ,  bank s ta tement ,  
government  check,  or  paycheck,  or  any current  form of  ident i f icat ion issued to  the person by 
the State ,  a  pol i t ical  subdivis ion or  instrumental i ty  of  the State ,  the federal  government ,  a  
branch of  the United States  mil i tary,  or  a  publ ic  or  pr ivate  inst i tut ion of  higher  educat ion,  or  
any other  form of  ident i f icat ion that  the State  may authorize electors  to use to  ver i fy  their  
ident i ty .  I f  such person is  unable  to  provide any of  the above at  the t ime he or  she offers  to  
vote ,  he or  she shal l  be permit ted to  cast  a  provis ional  bal lot  upon s igning an aff i rmat ion 
at tes t ing to  his  or  her  ident i ty  under  pena l ty  of  e lect ion fals i f icat ion.  In  such case,  the elector  
shal l  have unt i l  10 days fol lowing the elect ion to  provide or  cause to  be provided to  the 
appropriate  e lect ion authori ty  an authorized form of  ident i f icat ion.

g. If  an elector  has  cast  a  bal lot  using a  method and at  a  t ime authorized by this  Art ic le ,
such bal lot  shal l  not  be rejected for  a  reason at t r ibutable  in  whole or  par t  to  pol l  worker  
or  e lect ion off ic ia l  error .  The General  Assembly shal l  enact  laws providing for  t ra ining and 
other  measures  to  minimize the potent ia l  for  errors  by pol l  workers  and elect ion off ic ia ls ,  i f  
an elector  has  marked his  or  her  bal lot  in  such a  manner  that  i t  may not  be properly recorded 
by tabulat ion equipment ,  a l l  votes  on such bal lot  for  candidates  and issues  which the elector  
is  ent i t led to  vote  upon shal l  be counted i f  local  e lect ion authori t ies  are  able  to  determine the 
elector 's  intent .  When an elector  casts  a  provis iona l  
bal lot  a t  a  vot ing Locat ion in  his  or  he r  county  of  res idence,  but  not  in  the correct

 

precinct ,  the  e lect ion off ic ia ls  shal l  count  a l l  of  the votes  cast  on such bal lot ,  except  any 
votes  for  candidates  or  issues  not  on the bal lot  in  the precinct  where that  e lector  res ides .  
A person who is  unable  to  cast  a  regular  bal lot  a t  an elect ion shal l  be ent i t led,  upon 
s igning an aff i rmat ion at tes t ing under  penal ty  of  e lect ion fals i f icat ion to  his  or  her  
qual i f icat ions as  an elector ,  to  cast  a  provis ional  bal lot ,  which shal l  be counted i f  cast  in  
the person 's  county of  res idence and i t  i s  ver i f ied that  the person was otherwise 
qual i f ied under  this  Art ic le  to  vote  in  the elect ion.  A provis ional  voter  shal l  have unt i l  10 
days fol lowing the elect ion to  provide or  cause to  be provided to  the appropriate  
e lect ion authori ty  any information necessary to  es tabl ish his  or  her  qual i f icat ions as  an 
elector  or  to  have his  or  her  bal lot  counted.  To faci l i ta te  the t imely providing of  such 
information,  the ident i ty  of  provis ional  voters  a t  an elect ion shal l  be publ ic ly  avai lable .

elecbm au thority through electronic or non-electronic means. /\ ballot retur by ;-111

L'lectn l,y mail shnll be nmsidcrcd limely if postmarked by the dc1tc of the election and 
n!CL by nppropri;::ite election ,1u thority no later than 10 tfays c1fter tlw clcclinn. 
/\n elector who applies for a vote by mnil ballot may als(1 choose to cast a provision,11 

lx1lioi on election day, but such provisionc1l ballot shc11l not be counted if the elector's 
vole by mail ballot is timely received by lhe appropriate election ttuthority. 

f. .'\n elector vvho chooses to cast a ballot in person on the <.fate of the election or in
person during the early voting period, if required by la\,v to verify his or her identity, 
mtty do so by furnishing any of the foltovving at the time he or she requests a b,1llol: the 

lttst (c)LF digits of his or her social security nrnnber, his ur hl: current Ohio driver's 
nr current Ohio driver's license number, his or her current United Statl's 

pt1ssporl or p.issport number, a current photo identification, util ity bill, bc1nk statl:menl', 
gl)vernmcnt check, or paycheck, or any current form of identification issued to the 
persN1 by thl! St.i te, 21 political subdivision or instrumentality of the State, the kder.:d 

government, i.1 brc1nch of the United States militt1 1y, or a public or private institution of 
education, or 1.1ny other form of identification that the State mt1y au thorize 

electors t() use to verify their identily. If such person is unable to provide any of the 
above a t  the l'ime he or she offers to vote, he or she shall be permitted to cast c1 
provision,, !  b<1llot upon signing an affirmation attesting to his or her identity under 

of election folsificatilm. I n  such case, the elector shall have unti l  'JO days 
follmvi1 1g the election to provide or cc1use to be provided to the appropriate election 
Jur'iori:y an c1ulhorized form of identification. 

g. ;m elector has cast a ballot using a method and at a time authorized by lhis Art icle,

such ballot shall not be rejected for a reason a ttributable in whole or part to poll worker 
or dect"ion official error. The General Assembly shall enact lav,1s providing for trnining 

and uther mcttsures to minimize the potential for errors by poll ,,vorkers and election 
officiab. If an elector has marked his or her ballot in such a manner thtlt it may not be 
properly recorded by tabulation equipment, a l l  votes on such ballot for candi<.fates and 
issues which the elector is entitled to vote upon shall be counted i f  loct1 l dection 

authorities arc able to dt:tcrrnine the elector's intent. When ttn elector casts a provision.ii 
ballot al a voting location in his or her county of residence, but not in the correct 
precinct, the election offici.:ils shall count a l l  of the votes rnst on such bal!l)t, except any 
votes fot· ct1ndidatcs or issues not on the ballot in the precinct where that elector resides. 
A }1L'rson who is unriblc to cttst a regular ballot at an clc:ction shall be entitled, upon 
signing <111 affirmation .ittcsting under penalty of election falsification to his or her 
qu,1 1 : firntions as an elector, to cast a provisiont1I bnllot, which shall be i f  cast in 
the erson's county of residence and i t  is verified that the person wc1s otherwise 
qu,1:ified under this Article to vote in the election. A provisional voter shall have until rn 
days following the election to provide or cause to be provided to the apprnpricltc 
election authority any information necessary to establish his or her qualifications ns ,111

elector or to hnve his or her ballot counted. To facilitate the timely providing of such 
informa1tion, the identity of provisional voters at an election shc11l be publicly available. 



h. The Slate  may inst i tute  addi t ional  re l iable  methods for  cast ing bal lots  as  they
become  avai lable  through technological  advancements .  The General  Assembly may pass  laws 
expanding and faci l i ta t ing the vot ing r ights  and opportuni t ies  guaranteed under  this  Art ic le ,  
but  in  no manner  denying or  l imit ing them. The State  shal l  not  impose any qual i f icat ion,  
except  as  provided in  this  Art ic le ,  nor  inst i tute  any tes t ,  tax,  charge or  expense,  as  a  condi t ion 
to  vot ing,  regis ter ing to  vote ,  or  updat ing voter  regis t ra t ion.

i . In  request ing or  cast ing a  bal lot ,  no person shal l ,  wi th  the purpose to  defraud,
impersonate  another  person or  vote  more than once in  an elect ion.  Any person who 
does so shal l  be gui l ty  of  a  fe lony.

Every citizen of the United States of the age of eighteen years, who has been a resident of the state, country, township, or 
ward, such time as may be provided by law, and has been registered to vote for thirty days, has the qualifications of an 
elector, and is entitled to vote at all elections. Any elector who fails to vote in at least one election during any period of 
four consecutive years shall cease to be an elector unless he again registers to vote.

h. Tlw St·ate rnc1y institute Jdditional relic1blc methods for casting b<.1llots ,1s they 
Liet )111c <1v.1 i !ab!e through tcchnologiec1l c1dv,mcemcnts. The Gener,11 Assen,bly rn,1y 
pas-; iaws expzinding c1nd facilitating the voting rights t1nd opportunities guc1rc1nleed 
unt1l'r this Art icle, but in no manner denying nr limiting them. The State sht1 I I  not 
impose ,my qualification, except as provided in this /\rticle, nor institute nny test, lax, 

chnrge or expense, as c1 condition to votino rc<.,.istcrin\?' to vote or undatin<" voter 
·' 01 /;) d / r <) 

reg·s.r.-itio11 . 

i. I n  n.:questing or casting ct ballot, no person shall, vvith the purpose to defraud,
irnp,'rsonatc another person or vote mo than once in an election. Any person who 
dOL'S so sh,111 be gui lty of a felony. 

-b\,,:> f:--=-£ i fr;, t:' n u f tn tes, of the n gt>-o f eighteen y ca rs, •. v o has-- .l.f1·t 
ttf-*' HH·ty--,ffi\-'.-'-A-Ship, or ward, !,uch time as may be provided by law, 

'-1 n-;;i·,te:·ed tn vote for thirty days, has the q1±rwf-i-Eotions of-a-fH..-'lee-t-c.,r, and !s­
..-c>te ?.t ;::ll t>lect:ons. /\ny dectnr ·:ho fa+!-s to ·:oh.: ir: at lec:::t c>ne elt•ct:n!, 

t=h-H:.i+1FEH'l-)'-feFil4d of ft)ur conseE-tt-H-Ye years shall cease-f&be an -ss - ngc1in­
tn • .,.,1:,_.,_ 

.._,,\) 
..... -, . .... \.\. . 
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