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INITIATIVE PETITION
Amendment to the Constitution
Proposcd by [nitiative Petition

To be submitted dircctly to the electors

Amendment

Title: The Ohio Mediical Cannabis Amcndment

SUMMARY

To amend Article XV of the Ohio Constitution by adding a Scctian 12 o provide for the use and regulation of medical
Cannabis in the State of Ohio.

e [n accordance with Atticle 1: Bill of Rights, Section | of thc Constitution of the State of Ohio, allows eligible residents,
who have attained the age of majority and been diagnosed with a debilitating medical condition, to use, possess, produce
and acquirc medical Cannabis, also known as medical marihuana or medical marijuana, in amounts sufficicnt Lo meet
their medical needs and alleviate their suffering.

e Protects eligible residents from discrimination, interference by the State, invasion of privacy, breach of confidentiality,
arrest and prosecution regarding their medical use of Cannabis.

¢ Allows cligible residents to possess drug paraphernalia and to access goods and services to enable their use of medical
Cannabis.

e Allows cligible individuals or organizations to grow, process, distribute, transport, purchase or sell medical Cannabis in
its various forms to cligible residents according to rules and regulations as established by a Commission of Cannabis
Control. Permits the comimercial production and distribution of medical Cannabis under the regulatory control of the
Commission. The sale o Cannabis shall be considered the sale of tangible personal property for purposes of collection of
State and local sales taxcs.

e Mandates that the State of Ohio support, uphold and defend the rights enumerated in Section [ of the Amendment.

e Lists debifitating medical conditions, including but not limited to glaucoma, 111 V/AIDS, cancer, and Crohn’s discase.
Includces chronic conditions that produce symptoms such as severe or chronic pain or nausea. Allows a Commission of
Cannabis Controf or the General Assembly of the State of Ohio to futther designate qualifying debilitating medical
conditions.

e Pennits research and educational institutions W study the medicinal propertics of medical Cannabis, but does net require
the use of Cannabis as a medical trcatment.

e Does not authornize individuals to operate a motonized conveyance while under the influence of Cannabis; does not
prohibit civil or criminal penalties for undertaking a task under the intluence of Cannabis that would constitute negligence
or professional malpractice.

e Defines being “under the influence™ of medical Cannabis as “based upon scientific evidence of impairment.” 13cing under
the influence would not be determined solely by the presence of active or inactive metabolites of Cannabis in an cligible
resident’s urine, blood, tissue hair or skin, or as detectible by other measures of body chemistry.

e Creates an Ohio Commission of Cannabis Control which supports and upholds the rights of eligible residents; licenses,
regulates and controls medical Cannabis in Ohio; and ensures statewide comphance with this Amendment.

e Establishes a Board of the Ohio Commussion of Cannabis Control consisting of three registered Ohio voters, who shall
also be eligible residents after the Commission cstablishes regulations; two licensed practitioners; one farmer, who shall
be a license or permit holder aficr the Commission implements a licensing and permitting system; one representative of
the Ohio Civil Rights Commission; and two licensed attorneys. These nine members shall be Ohio residents, with no more
than feur of the same political party, and shall serve staggering initial terms of three members for a one year term. three
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members for two ycar terms and three niembers for three year terms. The initial appointments to the Commission board
shall be madc by this Amendnient’s Committee to Represent the Petitioners. Succeeding terrns of the Cormnmmission shall
be three years in length and mcnibers shall be selected by the Govemor and approved by the Senate. Vacancies on the
Commuission shall notimpair the remaining Commissioners Itom exercising all powers of thc Commission.

¢ Gives the Comnussioners the authority toenactand amend regulations, recommcndations or tindings in accordance with
this Amcndinent and the Ohio Admimistrative Procedure Act.
© Requires thatthc proposed regulatons shall uphold the Rights enumerated in Section | ofthc amendnaent, and shall
include protection from arrest and prosccution of cligible residents, providers, authorized personnel, and other entities
providing lcgal access to niedical Cannabis.
o Rcequires the Comnission to license or authorize otherpersonne! to regulate nicdical cannabis within the state.

e Mandates that the Board of the Commission conduct its first mceting within 90 days of an atinmative vote by the electors
of the statc; that regulations be in place within 270 days of an affirmative vote; and that implementation of the hcensing
and permitting systeim crecated by this Amendmenttake place within 360 days of an affirmative vote.

e lunding.

o TheGeneral Assembly shall provide adequate funds to cover the costs of implcmenting this Amendment, bascd on
recommendations sct forth by the Commussioners. The operating expenses ofthe Commission shall be funded by its
reasonable fixcsand fincs.

o LEstabhshes that tincs, rcgulatory fecs, licenscs and permits shall be determined by the Commussion, that they be
based on the anticipated costsand expenses necessary to operate the Cornmission, and not be cost prohibitive for
eligible residents or providers.

*end of surmmary*

CERTIFICATION OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
Thiscertification of the Attomey General, pursuantto Qhio Revised Code 3519.01(A), will be inserted when it is provided. 1t

must be submitted with at least one thousand (1.000) valid signatures of Qhio clectors betore the Attomey General will issue
that ccrofication.

COMMITTERE TO REPRESENT THE PETITIONERS

The following pcople are designated as the commuttee to represent the pettioners in all matters relating to the pctition or its
circulation.

Dr. Robert Fitrukis, Esq. Theresa (iray Connie Everett
1021 liast Broad Strect 11540 Lancaster Dr. 5717 Bromlcy Avenue
Columbus, O11 43205 Auburm Township, OH 44023  Worthmgton, O11 43085
Mary Jane Borden Don [© Wirtshatter, Esq.
175 Fairview Avenue 6998 SR 329
Westerville, OH 4308I Guysville, OIY 45735
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*[‘ull textef the Amendment*

Bce itreselved by the peeple efthe State of Ohie: That the Censtitutien ef the State f Ohie bec amendcd by aclepting a scctien
te be designated as Scctien |2 of Article XV thercef, te rcad as follews:

Article XV: Seetijon 12. Medical Cannabis.

Section 1. Rights.

In accerdance with Azticle 1: 8ill ef Rights, Sectien | of the Censtitutien of the State of Ohie:

(A) Residents ef the State of Ohie, whe have attained the age of majerity and whe are diagnescd with a debilitating medical
cenditien, shall be eligiblc residents ferthe purpese efusing wnedical Cannabis, alse knewn as mcdical marihuana er medical
marijuana, te alleviate their suffering.

(13) Ehigible residents shall have the right te use medical Cannabis te alleviate their suffering and te pessess an ameunt ef
medical Cannabis sufficicnt te meet their medical needs.

(C) Lligible residents shall have the right te be fice of disctiminatien and interference fi-om the Statc of Ohie with regard te
their use of medical Cannabis.

(D) Eligible residents shall have the right te privacy and contidentiality with respect te their use of medical Cannabis,
including but net limitcd te any recerds kept by the State pertaining te such use.

(E) Ehgible residents shall have the right te preduce their own micdical Cannabis, and te acquire medical Cannabis sufficient
te alicviate their sufliering frem state-licensed previders witheut fcar efarrest, presecutien er unduc interference by the state.
(F) Ehigible residents shall have the right te access geeds and services te enable their use of medical Cannabis.

(G) Within the State of Ohie, it shall be a legal right fer individuals er erganizatiens, deemed cligible by the Ohie
Cemmissien ef Cannabis Centrel, te grew. precess, distribute, transpert, purchase or sell medical Cannabis in its varieus
ferins te eligible residents accerding te rules and regulatiens as established by the Ohie Cemmissien ef Cannabis Centrel.

(H) The State of Ohie shall suppert, upheld and defend these rights.

Section 2. Limitations.

(A) Nething in this Amendment rcquires the use of Cannabis as a medical treatnaent.

(13) Nething in this Amendment shall prehibit the reasenable rcgulatien and centrel ef the cemmcrcial preductien and
distributien et micdical Cannabis by the Ohie Cemmissien ef Cannabis Centrel as set forth in Sectien 3.

(C) Nething in this Amendmecnt shall prehibit the sale of medical Cannabis te eligible residents, ner prevent rescarch er
educatienal institutiens frem studying the medicinal preperties of medical Cannabis; ner prohibit the reasenable applicatien
of fines or fees pursuant te the regulatien and centrel of medical Cannabis within the State inaccerdance with Sectien 4. The
sale of Cannabis is salc ef tangible persenal prepcrty fer purpeses of cellection of Statc and lecal sales taxes.

(D) Debilitating medical cenditiens include. but are net limitcd te the follewing: glaucema: nawltiple cengenital
cartilagineus exestesis; multiple scleresis; nail-patclla syndreme; pesitive status for huiman immunedeficiency virus and
acquired inunune deficiency syndreme (HIV/AIDS); Alzheimer’s disease; ainyetrephic lateral scleresis; cancer; celiac
discase; Crehn’s disease; hepatitis C; mylemalacia; pest traumnatic stress; rheumateid arthritis: sickle cell anemia; injury er
discase te the spinal cerd, spinal cehimn, er vertebra, Teurcttc's syndreme; a chrenic er debilitating disease er medical
cenditien er its treatment that preduces cachexi:a er wasting syndreme, severe or chrenic pain, scverc er chrenic nausea,
scizures, including thesc characteristic of epilepsy, er severe er persistent muscle spasms; and any additienal medical
cendilien er its treatment that may be designated by the Cemmissien er set forth by the General Assembly pursuant te
Scctien 3.

(E) Nething in this Amendment autherizes any persen te ¢ngage in. and dees net prehibit the impesitien ef civil, criminal er
ether penalties for underiaking any task under the influence of Cannabis, when deing se weuld censtitute negligence er
prefessienal malpractice; or te eperate, navigate erbe inactual physical centrel of any meterizcd cenveyance while under the
influence of Cannabis.

(F) Au cligible resident shal net be censidered te be under the influence of medical Cannabis selcly because ef the presence
of active orinactive metabelitcs #f Cannabis in the eligible resident’s urine, bleed, tissue, hair er skin er as detectable by any
ether measure ef'bedy chemistry. The legal definitien ot impairmcnt as a result #f medical Cannabis use and applicable
testing te determine such impairmient shall be based en scientific evidence of impairment,

(G) The pessessien of drug paraphernaha used by an eligible resident te censume, pessess or stere medical Cannabis shall
net be greunds fer arrest eor presccutien ef the eligible resident, er @f agents whe are serving the eligible resident.

Scction 3. The Commission.
(A) There is hereby created the Ohie Cemniissien ef Cannabis Centrel, which shall suppert and uphelc! the rights enunierated
in Sectien |: license, rcgulate and centrel medical Cannabis in Ohie; and ensure statewide cemphiance with this Amendmeunt.
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(B) The appointments to the Board ofthe Comimission shall total nine members: three tnembers to serve an initial one year
term, three members to serve initial two year terms and three members to serve initial thrce year terms. Three members are to
be registered Ohie veters, whe shall alse be eligible residents after regulations te be established by the Cemmissien are in
place; two members are to be licensed practitioners; one member is to be a farmer. who shall be a license or permit holder
after implementation of a licensing and penmitting system by the Commission; onc member is 1o represent the Ohio Civil
Rights Commiission; and two members are Lo be licensed attomeys. Each Commissioner shall bean Ohio resident. No morce
than four (4) members shall be affiliated with the same political paity. Initial appointmenis to the Commission shall be
selected by the Comniittce to Represent the Petitioners t or this Amendment. Succeeding terms of the Comimission shall be
thrce years in length and members shall be selected by the Govemor and approved by the Senate, No vacancy in the
Conumission shall inmpair the right of the remaining Commissioners to cxcrcise all powers ofthe Conunission.

(C) The Board ofthe Comniission shall be duly constituted and conduct its tirstofticial mecting within ninety (90) days ot’an
affirmative vote by the clectors of the state. The Commission shall have regulations in place within 270 days of an
affirmative vote. Implementation of the licensing and permitting systems created by this Amendment shall take place within
360 days of an affirmative vote.

(D)) The Commissioners shall have the authority to enact and amend regulations, recommcndations or {indings as they pertain
to mcdical Cannabis in accordance with this Amendment, and to the procedurcs in the Ohio Administrative Procedure Act.
(E) The proposed rcgulations shall support, uphold and detend the Rights enumerated in Section 1 and shall include
provisions for the protection from arrest and prosecution ot eligible residents, providers and other cntitics who provide legal
access to medical Cannabis ter the benefit of eligible residents. The Comnuission shall license or authorize other persenncl to
rcgulate medical Cannabis within the State.

Section 4. Funding.

(A) The General Assembly shall provide adequatce funds te cover the costs of implemcenting the provisions set forth by this
Amendnient, bascd on recommendations set forthby the Cemmissioners.

(B) Fincs, regulatory fees, licensing feesand permit fees shall be determined by the Commission. Fines, regulatory tees,
license fees and permit fees shall be based upon anticipated costs and expenses for the necessary operations of the
Commission in a manner that shall not be cost prohibitive for cligible residents or providers.

(C) All operating expenscs ofthe Commission shall be funded by the reasonable fees and fines adopted to implement the
activitics authorized by this Amendment.

*End of full tcxt ot thc Amendment*
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