
ΙΝΙΤΙΑTIVE ΡΕΤΙΤΙΟΝ 

Το the Attorney GeneraJ of Ohio: Pursuant to ΟΙ1ίο Revised Code § 3519.0l(A), the 
undersigned electors of the State of Ohio, nurnbering ίn excess of one thousand, hereby submit to 
you the full text of a proposed Amendment to the Ohio Constitution and a summary of the samc. 

TITLE 

Tbe Ohio Clean Energy lnitiative 

SUMMARY 

This proposed aιnendment wouJd adopt Sectίon 2s to Article VIII of the Οhίο Constitution to: 

1. Direct tbe General Assembly to provide by law for the issuance of general obligation 

bonds and othcr obligations of tl1e state ί_η an aggregatc prίncipal amoιιnt of one billion 

three hιιndred miιLion dollars ίη each fisca1 year cominencing ίη FY 2013 and endίng ίη 

FY 2023 for the purposes of: 

• Encrgy infrastructure capitaL improvement, whicl1 shal\ include, but not be Iimited to, 

solar, wind, biomass, battery technology and geothennal facilities; 

• Research and development in sιιpport otΌbio industry, commerce, and business 

related to clcan energy, whicb shall include, bιιt not be limited to research and 

product innovation, development, and collaborative commercia]ization cfforts 

between pub]ic and private cntities; and 

• Deve]opιnent of sites and faciLities ίη Ohio for and i11 support of ίndustry, commercc, 

distribution, and research and development related to c1ean cncrb'Y· 

2. Declare that the abovc purposes are proper public purposcs of tbe state and local 

govcn1mental entities and are necessary and appropήate means to crcatc and preserve 

jobs and enhance employ1nent and educational opportunities, iιnprove the quality of life 

and the gencral and economic well-being of all people and !)usinesses ίη the state, and 

expand energy infrastructιιre; 

3. Sct forth other provisίons regarding permitted uses within the above pιιrposes of funds 

received from issuance of obligations undcr this section; 

4. Provide that the bonds and other obligations issued under this section shal] bc backed by 

the full faitl1 and crcdit, revenue and taxing power of the state; 

5. Set forth criteria tor issuance of bonds and other general obligations of the state under 

this scction, including, but not Iimited to, length until maxiιnum maturity and debt 

servicing; 

6. Rcqι1ire tbat the first issuancc of such obligations each fiscal year shall provide for not 

less tl1an sixty-five million dollars of the principa1 amount to be for the operational 

expenscs ofthe ΟΙ1ίο Energy Initiative Commission; 



7. Permit funds raised from ob/jgations issued under this section to canγ forward from year 

to year and specify that all funds raised under this section must bc used solely for thc 

above purposes; 

8. Proνide that funds raised under obligations issued under tbis section shall be awarded to 

projects based solely upon the determination of the Ohio Energy Initiative Commission 

LLC, a limited liability company registered in the State of Dclaware under fϊJe Numher 

50946-50, or its successor organization; 

9. Require that implementation of funding of projects for the purposes set forth above s}1all 

utilize indcpendent reviewers to review the meήts of proposed projects and make 

recommendatίons to the Οhίο Energy lnitiative Commission regarding which propose:d 

projects should receive funding; 

10. Providc that Ohio's public rccords laws sball apply to the Ohio Energy lnitiative 

Coιηmission to the same cxtent that it applies to statc agencies generally; 

11. Prohibit tl1e General Assernbly and its members from participating in establishing the 

critcria for eli&ribility for an awarιf ot· funds under this section, participation in the 

seJection pωcess for awarding such fιinds, setting the tenns of any such award, sctting 

criteria for or selcction of the independcnt reviewers, or operations of the Ohio Encrgy 

Commission rnitiative; 

12. Rcquire the General Asseιnbly and agencies of the state, upon the request of the Ohio 

Eneι-gy lnitiative Commission, to take all necessary steps to seek and accept funds 

awarded by tl1e Federal govemωent ίη whole or part tοι- any of thc puφoses containeιl ίη 

tl1is section and to provide that such funds shall be awarded by the Ohio Encrgy Jnitiative 

Commission in tl1e same manner as other awards; 

13. Set forth othcr provisions governing the Ohio Energy lnitiative Commission; 

14. Requiι-e the General Asseιnbly to pass laws inψlementing certain provisions of the 

amendιηent; 

15. Providc that certain other provisions of the Ohio Constitution wouJd not apply to thc 

obligations issued under this section or to thc provisions of this amendment; 

16. Provide tbat tbe provisions of tbe section are independent of and not in derogation of or a 

liιnitation οη powers, authority, detenηinations or confinηations under laws or otl1er 

ρrovisions of thc constitution and do not ίmpair any previously adopted proνisions of thc 

Ohio Constitution or laws of the state or local govemmcnts. 

1 7. Providc that ίη the event any provision of the section is deterrnined by a cou11 of 

compctent jurisdiction to be invalid or unenforceable, such detennina6on shall not affect 

the remaining provisions, which shall continue ίη fu]) force and effect. 



CΟΜΜΙΤΊΈF. ΤΟ REPRESENT ΤΗΙ<: PETITIONERS 

Thc following rersons arc dcsignatcd as a committec to rcprcsent ιhc pctitioncrs ίο aLI mattcrs rc]ating to tbc pctition or iιs 

circulation: 

[vonnc Richardson 6065 Nasby Dήνc, Ga\loway, Ohio 43119 
Maria Α. Yonaminc 124 Web$tcr Park Avcnuc, Colιιmbus, Ohio 43214 
Kcvio Ho\\1ard 5273 S,νcct William Court. Gahanna, Ohio 43230 
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FULL ΤΕΧΤ OF LA W 

Be it resolved by the people of the State of Olrio tbat Article VIII, Section 2s of the Ohio 
Constitιιtion be adopted and read as follows: 

§ 2s. lssuance of general obligation bonds for clean eneΓgy initiatίves and economic and 
development purposcs. 

(Α) Jt is determined and confirmed that the development purposes refeπed to in this division, 
and provisions for them, are proper public purposes of the state and local governmental entitίes 
and arc necessary and appropήate means to create and prescrve jobs and enhance cmployment 
and cducationa1 opportunities; to improve the quality of life and tbe general and economic well­
beiιιg of all the people and businesses in all areas of this state, including economically 
disadvantaged businesscs and individuals; and to expand the energy infrastructιιre; all to better 
ensure the public health, safety, and welfare. Those purposes are: 

( 1 )  Encrgy iηfrastructυre capital ίmprovement, whiclJ sbaH include, but not be limited to, solar, 
wind, biomass, battery technology, and geothermal facilitics, includϊng rea1 property, intcrests in 
real property, facilities, and equipment related to or incidental thercto, and shall include, without 
liτnitation, the cost of acquisition, construction, reconstruction, expansion, improvement, 
planning, and equipping; 

(2) Researc11 and devclopment ίη support of Ohio industry, commerce, and business relate<1 to 
clean cncrgy, wbich shall ίnclude, but not be limited to, research and product innovation, 
developωent, and commercialization through efforts by and coHaboration among Ohio 
businesses and industry, srote and local public entities and agencies, public and pήvatc cducation 
institutions, and/oi- research organizations and jnstitutions; and 

(3) Develop1nent of sites and facilities ίη Obio for and in support of industry, commerce, 
distribution, and researcb and development purposes related to clean energy. 

(Β) The gcncral assembly shall provide by Jaw, subject to tbe linιitations of and in accordancc 
wit\1 the liωitations of this section, for tbe issuance of general obligation bonds and other 
obligations of the state for the purpose of frnancing or assisting in the financing of the cost 01' 
projects implernenting the above purposes beginning ίη fiscal year 2013 and contίnuing throιιgh 
fiscaJ year 2023. Tl1e state shall issue such obligations aggregating one billion three hundred 
million dollars principal amount ίη eacb of such fiscal years. Funds raised under tbis section shall 
only be used for the purposes set forth in tbis section and may carry forward from year to year 
until cxhaustcd. The first issuance of such obligations eacb fιscal year shall provide for not less 
than sixty-five ιnillion dollars ($65,000,000.00) of the principal amount to be for the operational 
expenses of the Ohio Energy Initiative Commission described in this section. Such operational 
funds shall carry over frorn year to year until exhausted. 

(C) Each issue of state general obligations under this section for public infrastructurc capirnl 
improvernents or developrnent of sites and facilities shall mature not more tban thirty years fJΌm 
the date of issuance, and each issue of state general obligations for rcsearch and developmen1 
purposes shall maturc in not more than twenty years from tl1e date of issuancc; or, it' issued to 
retirc or refund other obligations, within that number of years from tbe date tbe debt being reτircd 



or refunded was oήginally issued .  If state general obligations are issued as notcs in anticipatio 
of the i ssuance of bonds, provis ion shal l  be rnade by law for the establ i sbment and maintenance, 
during the period in which the notes are outstanding of a specia l  fund or fund · into wh ich shaι l 
bc paid,  from the sources authoήzed for the payment of such bonds, the amoιιnt that would haνe 
been ufficient, i f  bond<; matuήng during the permitted peήod of ycars bad bccn issued wi thout 
uch prior i ssuance of notes to pay tbe pήncipaL that would have been payablc on such bonds 

during sucl1 period. Such fund or fund sball be used solely for tbe payrnent of pήncipa1 of' sucb 
notes or bonds in anticipation of which such notes have been issued. Notwithstanding anythin 
ιο the contrary in section 2k or 2ιu of Article VIII, obl igaιions issued under tl1is section or 
·ection 2k or 2m to retire or refund obl igation previously issued under th is sect ion or section �k 
or 2m sbal l not be counted agaίnst the fιsca\ year or total issuance limitations provided ίn th is 
ect:ion or s ction 2k or 2m as applicable. 

Tbe obl igations ίssucd undcr th is scction arc gcnera l obligations of the state. The full faitb and 
rediι revenue, and taxing power of thc state shall be pledged to tlιe payment of tbe principal f 

and pι-cmium and interest and other accreted amounts οη outstanding obl igatίons as they become 
due (hereinaftcr cal led debt service) and bond retircmcnt fund provis ions shal l  be madc for 
payment of that debt scrvice. Provision shal l be made by law for thc sufficiency and 
appropriation, for purposcs of paying debt service of excί es taxcs and revenues so pl cdged ο 
committed to debt service, and for covenants to con t inue the levy coJ Jection , and appl ication ο 
ufficicnt excises, taxes, and revenues to the extent needcd for that purpo e. otwith tanding 
ection 22 of Article 11 ,  ΟΙ1ίο Constitution, no furtl1er act of appropriatίon sba l  I be nccessary for 

tl1at purpose. The obl igat ions and the provision for t.he payrnent of" debt ervice, and rcpayment 
by governmcntal ent i t ies of any \oans made under th is section, are not subjcct to Scction 5 6, 
cι11d Ι Ι u-Γ Artίcle X l l , Οhίο Con tί tution. Moneys r teπed to in cction Sa of Articlc ΧΙ Ι, Ohio 

onstίtution may not be plcdged or used for tlιc payιηent of that debt service. Debt servicc on 
obl igations issued for the purposcs ίη division (Α) of this section hall not be inc l udcd in thc 
calcu lation of tota l debt service for pu.rposes of divis ion (Α) of Se.ction 1 7  of A rt·ic1e VIH,  Ohio 
Constitution . 

(D) ( 1 ) The Ohio Energy Jnitiatίνe Commis ίση described in thi section may part1cφate ιn any 
publ ic  i nfrastτucture capital improvement undcr this ection with municipal corporatioos, 
counties, townsbips, or otbcr governmental entitics a designated by law, or any one or more of 
them. Such participation may be by grants Joans or contήbutions to tbem for any such capital 
impro cmcnι . The cntire proceed. of Lbe infrastructure obl igatίons shal l be u ed for publi 
infrastructure capital improvements of munic ipal corporations, countίe , townships, and otl1er 
govemmenta l cntit ic except to the extcnt tbaι tbe general a.ssembJy provides by law that the 
state may reasonably bc conψensated from such moneys for plan ιιing financial managemcnt, or 
adminj strative servi e perfonned in relation to the i suance of infrastructure obligatίons . 

(2) lιηplc1nentation of thc purposes ίο division (Α) of tb is scctίon ίncludes supporting any and 
al l  re /ated mattcrs and activities, ίnclud ing: attracting researchers and rescarch teαιus by 
endowing rescarcb cl1airs or otherwise ·  activi ties to develop and commcrcial ize products and 
proces. ·; intcl lectual property matters such as copyrights and patents; propcrty interests, 
inc luding tirne sl1aring aπangements ; and financial rigl1ts and matters uch as royaltie , \i ccnsing 
and other financial gain or baήng resu lting from re earcb and d veJopmcnt purpose . State and 
local public moneys, inc\uding the proceeds of bonds, notes, and other obligations, may be used 
to pay costs ot" or ίη upport of or related to thesc re earcb and development pu.rpo es inc luding 
wi thou t li1nίta.tion, capita l formati on, dircct operating costs, costs of researcb and faci l ίties 



including interests in real property thereforc, and support for pub1ic and private institutions of 
higher education, research organizations or institutions, and private sector entities. The exercise 
of thcse powers by the state and state agencies, including state-supported and state-assisted 
institutions of higher education, and local publ ίc entities and agencies, rnay bc jointly or in 
coordination with each other, witb researchers or research organizat-ίons and institutions, wi('1 
private institutions of hίgher education, with individuals, or with private sector entities. State and 
local public participation may be ίη such manner as tbe entίty or agency determines, including by 
any one or a combίnation of grants, loans including loans to lenders or the purchase of loans, 
subsίdies, contributions, advances, or guarantces, or by dircct investments of or payment or 
reimbursement from available nιoneys, or by provίding staffing or other support, including 
computer or other technology capacity, or equίpment offaci]ities, including interests ίn real 
property thercforc, and either alonc or _jointly, in collaboratίve or cooperative ventures, with 
other public agcncies and pήvate scctor entities including not for profit entities. In addition to 
otber state-level monetary participation as refcπed to in this section or otherwise, state-supported 
and state-assisted institutions of higher education may, as authorized from time to time by the 
general asscmbly, issue obLigations to pay costs of participating ίη and implementing researc 
and development purposes. [n addίtion to the other oblίgatίons authoήzed in or pursuant to thίs 
section, the general asscmbly also may authorize the state and state agencies and local pub]ic 
entitics and agencies, and corporations not for profit designated by any of them as such agcnι:ies 
or instrurnentalities, to issue obligations to boπow and loan or otherwise provide moneys for 
research and deve1oprnent purposes, including, but not limjted to, obligations for which .moncys 
raίsed by taxation shall not be obligated or pledged for thc payment of debt scrvice and whicl1 
are tlιereforc not subject to Sections 5, 6, and 1 1 of Article ΧΙ!, Ohio Constitution. 

(3) Developιnent of sites and facilitics for thc puφoscs ίη division (Α) of this section includcs 
acquisition of rca1 estate and interests ίη real cstate, site preparation, including any necessary 
remediation and cleanup, constructing and improving facilities, and providing public 
ίnfrastructurc capital improvernents and other transportation and communications infrastructιιre 
improvernents tor and in support of the use of those sites and facilities for those purposes. StHte 
and locaL public moneys, including the proceeds of bonds, notes and other obligations, may be 
used to pay costs of those purposes. The exercise of these powers by the state and state agcncics 
and local public entities and agencies, may be jointly or in coordination with each other, and wίt11 
individ.ua1s or private sector business entities. State and local public partίcipatίon may be in such 
manner as the entity or agency detennjnes, including by any onc or a combination of grants, 
loans including loans to lenders or the purchase of loans, subsidies, contributions, advances, or 
guarantees, or by direct ίnvestments of or payment or reimburseinent from available rnoneys. Ιη 
addition to other state-leve] monctary participation as refeπed to in this section or otherwise, 
state-supported and state-assisted institutions ot· higher education, and local public entities and 
agencies rnay, as authorized from tirne to time by tbe Gencral Asscmbly, issue obligations to pay 
costs of participating in and ίmplementing the development of sites and facilities. 

(t) Obligations issued under authority of this section, provisions for the payment of debt service 
on thern, the purposes and uses to which and tlιe manner ίη which the proceeds of those 
obligations or moneys from other sources are to or may be applied, and other impleιncntation of 
tl1ose purposcs as refeπed to in this section, are not subject to Sections 4 and 6 of Article Vlll , 
Ohio Constitution. Obligations issucd undcr authority of this section, the transfer thereof, and thc 
interest, interest equivalent, and other incomc and accreted amounts therefrom, including any 
profit made on the sale, exchange, or othcr disposition thereof, shall at all times be free from 
taxation within the state. 



(f-") Funds raised from ίssuance of obligatioos under this section shall be awarded to projects 
based so1ely upon tbe dctermination ofthe Ohio t::ncrgy lnitiative Commission LLC ('Όhίο 
Energy lnitiative Commission"), a lίnιited liability company regίstered ίn the State of Delawarc 
undcr File Number 50946-50, or its successor organization. Awarding of fundίng for the 
purposes of the obligations ίssued under tbis section shall includc utilizatjon of independent 
reνiewers to review the merits ofproposed projects and to make recommendatίons to the Ohio 
Energy lnitiatίve Commission concerning which proposed projects shouJd bc awarded support 
from the procccds of the sale of obligations under this section. The Ohio Energy Initiative 
Com1ηission shatl be subject to the state's publjc records laws to thc same extent as state 
agcncics gencrally. The general assembly, and members tl1ereof, shall not participate ίη 
establίshing the criteria to.r eligίbίlity for an award of funds under this section, the selection 
proccss for awarding funds under this section, setting the terιηs for any award of funds made 
pursuant to tbjs section, sctting cήtcria for or selection of indcpendent rcvicwers under this 
scction, or any of the operations of the Ohio Encrgy lnitiative Commission. This section sball 
othcrwisc be ίmplemented in the manner and to the extent provided by law by the general 
assembly, ίncluding provision for the procedure for ίncuπing and issuing obJjgations, separately 
or in combination with otber obligations, and rcfunding, reliring, aod evidencing obligations; 
provision for cnsuήng the accountability of all state funding provided for the purposes ίη 
division (Α) of this section; provision for restήcting or limiting ιbe taking of private property 
undcr Scction 19 of Artίclc L for disposition to privatc sector entities for the purposes ίη divisioo 
{Α) of this section or restήctίng the dispositioo of tbat property to private sector entiries or 
individuals; and provision for the implcmcntation of tl1e purposcs in division (Α) of this sectioI' 
to benefιt people and busίnesses otherwise qualificd for rcceipt of funding for thc purposes in 
division (Λ) of this section, i.ocluding economically disadvantagcd businesses and individιιals in 
all areas of this state, including by tbe use to thc extent practicablc of Ohio products, matcrials, 
services, and labor. 

(G) Upon tl1e reqιιest of the Ol1io Energy lnitiativc Coιηmission, tl1e genei-al assembly and 
agcncics of the State of Ohio shall take a11 necessai-y stcps to seek and accept funds awarded by 
the Fedeπιl govemment, ίn wbole or ίη part, for any of the purposes set forth in Division (Α) of 
this sectio11. Any sucl1 funds received by the State of Ο!Jίο for tJ1e purposes set forth in Division 
(Α) of this section shall be awarded by tbe Ohio Energy lnίtiaιive Commission ίη the samc 
1ηanncr as set fortb herein. 

(Η) Tbe powers and authoήty granted or confίnned by and undcr, and the dcteπninations in, t\1 s 
section arc independent of, ίn addition to, and not in derogation of or a limitation on, powers, 
authoriιy, dctenηinations, or confιrmations under laws or undcr otl1er provisions of the Ohio 
Constitution and do not impair any previously adopted proνisions of the Ohio Constitution or 
any law previously enacted by the general assembly or by a local govemment. 

(1) ln the event that any provision undcr tbis scction is determined by a court of competent 
jurisdiction to bc invaLid or unenforceablc, such determίnation shaU not affect the remaining 
provisions, which shall contίnue in fuJI force and cffect. 
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